


Lake Erie Assistance Dogs


1) What is LEAD?


 LEAD or Lake Erie Assistance Dogs is a small non-profit organization set up as a members club. Full membership is for people with any type of service/assistance dog or service/assistance dog in training. "Friends" membership is for service/assistance dog trainers or anyone interested in service/assistance dogs.


2) What services do you provide? 


We provide educational and training opportunities for our members as well as support and social activities. We have an impartial & knowledgeable dog person do Public Access Testing for any interested member at least once each year and will video tape the dogs doing tasks. We also provide public education and speakers to community organizations and attend various dog events - Working Dog Weekend at Lake FarmPark & Dog Days at Cleveland Botanical Gardens, for example.


3) What types of disabilities can benefit from a service dog? 


People with all types of disabilities may benefits from a service dog including but not limited to: mobility disabilities (MS, spinal cord injury, cerebral palsy, brain trauma etc), hearing loss, vision loss, psychiatric (PTSD, anxiety, bipolar etc), different medical issues in which alerting before or responding during would help (epilepsy, diabetes, severe muscle spasms, heart problems, etc). Legally, to have a service dog, you have to be a person who qualifies under the ADA as disabled (which is a different standard than, say Social Security and just qualifying for disability through Social Security doesn't automatically mean you are disabled per the ADA. Then, the dog has to be individually trained to do tasks or to help you in a way that "mitigates" your disability (lessens it in some way). Legally, for purposes of the ADA, a service/assistance dog is considered the same as "durable medical equipment" (like what my wheelchair would be considered). Dogs can be trained to do all sorts of helpful things at home but taking a service dog out in public, especially if you aspire to the "invisible dog" standard (that your dog does not do anything to solicit attention, react to anything or basically, act like a dog) requires extensive and ongoing training and is not easy. I tell people that if the benefit of having your dog with you in public is worth the hassle, a service dog is probably right for you.�4) What breeds and/or characteristics are best for assistance work? Certainly, there are breeds which tend to have the temperament and natural abilities that make it easier for them to be service/assistance dogs. Currently, Labrador Retrievers and Golden Retrievers are probably the breeds most used, especially by programs. Most dogs, if they are fairly biddable and physically sound can perform many of the typical service dog tasks. It is the public access part that is most difficult and that washes out most service dog candidates. Temperament, early and appropriate socialization and protection again life-altering experiences (attacks by other dogs or having a bad experiences during a fear period) are critical to public access abilities - it's not something that can just be trained. Legally, a person can use any breed of dog (including Pit Bulls) as a service dog and certainly, there are examples of appropriate service dogs within many different breeds. However, the reality is that certain breeds tend to have characteristics that make it easier for them to be service dogs. We talk about service dogs needing to be "bomb proof" - generally, calm, nonreactive, friendly without being overly so, well-balanced, physically and mentally sound are desired traits for public access. A service dog also needs to have a work ethic and I believe persistence is important. Besides all that, traits that would be necessary for a successful medical alert dog, psychiatric service dog, guide dog, mobility service dog or any other "type" of service dog would be somewhat different from each other. Additionally, I believe it is important that the dog's temperament, energy level, and characteristics match those of the disabled person.


5) How can I determine if my family dog is able to do the job?


First, if you are considering a service dog of any type, you should do research. There is a wealth of information on the Internet and in books regarding service dogs. I believe you should have a service dog trainer evaluate your family dog before you put any money into trying to make him/her a service dog. Even programs that have their own breeding programs end up washing out the majority of their service dog candidates. You should be aware that if you didn't do extensive early socialization of your family pet asking him/her to step up as a service dog will be a very difficult and possibly impossible task. However, again, if you need help around the house, your family dog may be thrilled to have the chance to do that!


6) Do I need to go to a special class or can I train my dog myself? 


Legally, no, you can do all the training all by yourself. However, I would suggest that unless you have experience training your own dog to a high level of obedience that you consider getting a service/assistance dog from a program or a qualified trainer. If you have had dog training experience, I would still suggest that you take a puppy candidate to puppy classes and that you continue training classes throughout the dog's life for the distractions: working around other dogs, people, in other places and because it's always good to have other people see how you and your dog are doing.


7) What steps need to be taken to have a dog certified as a service dog so that they are welcome in all public areas? 


There is no requirement for "certification" and in fact, there is no standard certification of service dogs. You can pay someone on-line to give you a worthless document stating that your dog is "certified" and service dog programs will "certify" their own teams but the ADA doesn't require or provide for "certification". If you are a person who is disabled per the ADA and you have a dog that behaves appropriately in public and has been trained to do things that mitigate your disability, you have a service dog that should be welcome in public places that are covered by the ADA, although there are some exceptions to that.


8) How can I help others who are in need of service dogs? 


Service dogs are expensive. Whether owner-trained or acquired from a program, they are an expensive proposition. If you are interested in helping people who need service dogs, raising money for the purchase and/or support of the dogs would be a tremendous help. Breeders who are interested in helping often donate puppies or litters of puppies for the purpose of having them trained as service dogs. Also, programs are always in need of people who are willing to raising puppies for them.�9) How can I learn more about LEAD? 


You can look on-line at www.lakeerieassistancedogs.org, call 440.449.9694 or email Linda at lkalberda@yahoo.com


